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The Ascension of Our Lord! 
Thoughts of Preparation 
The Ascension reminds us that Jesus is not in heaven idly waiting for us to show up. He’s our 

reigning King! He rules over all—the nations, His Church, our lives. When these things seem 

out of control, the Ascension strengthens and comforts us with the knowledge that Jesus is in 

control and works through all things to accomplish His will. 
 

Welcome Pastor Robert Smith 

Hymn – "Here I Am To Worship” 
 

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, Opened my eyes, let me see.  

Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with you 

Here I am to worship; here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  

Altogether wonderful to me. 
 

King of all days, O so highly exalted, Glorious in heaven above.  Humbly You 

came to the earth You created, All for love’s sake became poor. 

Here I am to worship; here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  

Altogether wonderful to me. 
 

Bridge: And I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  I’ll 

never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  I’ll never know how 

much it cost. 

Here I am to worship; here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  

Altogether wonderful to me! 2x 



 

Invocation 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen.  

 

Call to Worship  (From Psalm 47 and Ephesians 1:21-22) 

Pastor:  Clap your hands, all peoples! 

People:  Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

Pastor:  God has gone up with a shout, 

People:  The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

Pastor:  Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

People:  And above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come. 

Pastor:   God reigns over the nations; 

People:   God sits on His holy throne. 

Pastor:   [God] put all things under his feet 

People:   And gave Him as head over all things to the church. 

Pastor:  Clap your hands, all peoples! 

People:  Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor: Let us bow before our heavenly King and acknowledge our unworthiness. 

All:  Lord Jesus, we confess that we often fail to trust in You as our reigning 

King. Failure to trust that You are in charge leads us to think we are. We 

make choices based upon what seems right to us rather than upon what is 

right. Our thoughts, words, and deeds become subject to our will rather 

than Yours. Our way of dealing with problems reflects the world’s way 

rather than Yours. Have mercy upon us, King Jesus. Forgive our lack of 

trust and the many sins that result. Restore in us faithful hearts and 

trusting spirits. 

Pastor: Take courage people of God. When the Apostle John saw Jesus ascend into 

the throne room, he saw Him as a Lamb “as though it had been slain.” Our 

King is also Our Savior! His blood cleanses us from all sin. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of Christ the King, I forgive you all of your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen! 



 

Introit 

God has gone up with a shout, 

the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand, 

until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, 

“You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at your right hand; 

He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

First Reading –  Acts 1:1-11 
 1

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 
2
until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3
To them he presented himself alive 

after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. 

 
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 

to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5
for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 

 
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
9
And when he had said these 

things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 
10

And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 

them in white robes, 
11

and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 

way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

3. 



 

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned Him with glory and honor. 

He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

 He has put all things under His feet. 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 

 
15

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 
16

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 

my prayers, 
17

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18

having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19

and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might 
20

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. 
22

And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head 

over all things to the church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of Praise “How Great is Our God” Congregation/Troubadours 

Verse 1: 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty, 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice. 

He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide, 

And trembles at his voice, trembles at his voice. 

Chorus: 

How great is our God, sing with me, 

How great is our God, all will see, 

How great, how great is our God. 

Verse 2: 

Age to age He stands, and time is in His hands, 

Beginning and the end, beginning and the end 

The Godhead, three in one: Father, Spirit, Son, 

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb. 
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Chorus:  

How great is our God, sing with me, 

How great is our God, all will see,  

How great, how great is our God. 

Bridge: 

Name above all names, 

Worthy of all praise, 

My heart will sing How great is our God. 2x 

Final Chorus 

How great is our God, sing with me, 

How great is our God, all will see, 

How great, how great is our God. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor:  Let us pray to our Ascended Lord and King. Lord Jesus, You sit at the right 

hand of the throne of God and have all things under Your feet. Renew our 

hearts that we might daily trust in your gracious rule in and over Your people 

and reflect that trust in the choices we make. We pray in Your name, who 

lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People:  Amen!  
 

The Holy Gospel –  Luke 24:44-53 

 
44

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 

still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 

and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the 

Scriptures, 
46

and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 

the third day rise from the dead, 
47

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48

You are witnesses of 

these things. 
49

And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay 

in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 
50

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 

them. 
51

While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53

and were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to You, O God. 
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Hymn of the Day “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”  #493 
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5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Proclamation of the Word Pastor Robert Smith 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Offering/Offertory – “Praise and Thanksgiving” #789 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000398 
Tune: Public domain 
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Prayers 

 

Pastor:  Worthy are You, Ascended Jesus, to enter the throne room in heaven on our 

behalf. 

People:  “For you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation” (Revelation 5:9). 

Pastor:  Worthy are You, Lamb of God, to have all things placed under Your feet and to 

rule over all for the sake of Your Church. 

People:  “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12) 

Pastor:  Increase our faith and trust in Your gracious rule in our lives, help us rest secure 

in Your hands knowing You control all things. 

People: “Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 

control” (Hebrews 2:8b). 

Pastor:  We commend the following into Your hands trusting in Your mercy and Your 

will… Hear us, ascended Christ. 

People: Nothing is outside Your control. 

Pastor: Because You are seated at His right hand, we bow before the throne of Your 

Father and are bold to pray, 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 

People: AMEN! “The Lord our God the Almighty reigns”  (Rev. 19:6b). 
 

 

 

Please take a bottle as you exit the church for the ascension of bubbles. 
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Closing Hymn  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” #805 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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