
The Desert Voice 
Trinity Lutheran Church  LCMS October 2021  

Inside this Issue 

Duty Elders Schedule 
Prayer List 

2 

M.A.S.S. & TLC VP 3 

Birthdays &  
Anniversaries 
“There’s Something in 
the Water” 

4 

Bible in a Year  
October 

5 

LWML Baby Shower  
Photo Gallery 

6 

LWML News 7 

SS & Don Lahn’s  
Celebration of Life 
Photo Gallery 

8 

SS News, Librarian, 9 

50th Celebration & 
Altar Guild Schedule 

10 

TLC Family Ministry 11 

Calendar of Events 12 

“There’s Something in 
the Water” continued  
Ladies’ Night Out 

13 

Are we living in the Last 

Days?  Yes, we are.  Jesus calls us to 

anticipate His return by believing in 

His saving work on the cross that 

delivers us from sin and death.  He 

is our Mighty Fortress. 

St. Paul wrote to the early 

Christian Church about the reality 

of their time and ours: 

“Now concerning the times 

and the seasons, brothers, you have 

no need to have anything written to 

you.  For you yourselves 

are fully aware that the 

day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night.  

While people are saying, 

‘There is peace and secu-

rity,’ then sudden de-

struction will come upon 

them as labor pains come 

upon a pregnant woman, and they 

will not escape.  But you are not in 

darkness, brothers, for that day to 

surprise you like a thief” (1 Thessa-

lonians 5:1-4). 

Peace were saying, “There’s 

peace and safety” as a mighty hurri-

cane approached Galveston, Texas 

in September 1900.  A book enti-

tled, “Isaac’s Storm” recounts what 

happened.  The tragedy was made 

worse since many seemed con-

vinced that a hurricane could never 

strike Galveston, even as one actu-

ally approached.  Despite the rising 

flood waters on the streets, people 

went about their business as if noth-

ing was wrong.  Children played in 

the water, people gathered for 

breakfast at the local diner, and no 

one fled from the furious storm 

landed with extreme fury. 

Some didn’t worry because, 

the national weather service officer 

in Galveston, Issac Cline, assured 

folks that the storm was minor.  Oth-

ers believed Galveston was invinci-

ble.  For a number of reasons, peo-

ple assured themselves nothing bad 

would happen. Consequently, over 

6,000 people died.  ("Isaac's Storm: 

A Man, a Time, and the Deadliest 

Hurricane in History," by Erik Lar-

son and Isaac Monroe Cline. Vin-

tage Books; ISBN: 

0375708278; (July 11, 2000) 

Today we see storm clouds 

gathering all around.  

There is a moral and spiri-

tual decline that continues 

to erode private and public 

life.  The warning signs are 

there for us to see. 

However, many discount the 

approaching Judgment declaring, 

“There is peace and safety.”  Oth-

ers mock, “Where is the promise of 

His (Christ’s) coming?  For ever 

since the fathers fell asleep, all 

things are continuing as they were 

from the beginning of creation” (2 

Peter 3:4) 

The signs around us persist 

and demonstrate these are the Last 

Days.  Jesus is coming soon.  These 

signs beckon us to return to the 

Lord and seek refuge in His pre-

cious forgiveness of our sins and 

life eternal.  Jesus declared, “Now 

when these things begin to take 

place, straighten up and raise your 

heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near” (Luke 21:28) 

 
Continued on page 2 
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The Desert Voice 
is published monthly (except 

July/Aug Newsletter) by 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

81500 Miles Avenue 

All Mail: P.O. Box W 

Indio, CA 

92202 

760-347-3971 

 

ALL correspondence for 

church &  The Desert Voice: 

Trinity81500@verizon.net 
 

Desert Voice on the Web! 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

Trinityindio.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for copy:  

All articles are to be in the 

church office by the 15th of 

the month. Editor reserves 

the right to edit for content 

and space. The October De-

sert Voice  will be assembled 

on Friday, October 29 at 9:30 

a.m. 

PLEASE COME TO 

HELP! 

Editor: Bobbi Smith 

Bobbi322@verizon.net 

760 485-7770 

Pastor: Robert E Smith 

Revs455@verizon.net 

760 485-5171 

For Health 

Donna Kay Wherry, 

Phyllis & Fred Hafliger, 

Andy Schlange, 

Michael & Laura 

Thomason, 

Sharyn Brackett, 

Nate Johnson, 

Bill Grotenrath, 

Dean Weerheim, 

Roy & Sandy Culley 

Jane Campbell 

Francisco & Eunice Ruiz 

 

Covid 

Al & Alica 

(Laura & Michael  

Thomason’s Niece &  

her husband) 

Damyn Claxton, 

For Recovery 

from medical 

treatment 

Trudi Intemann, 

Luretta Eide 

 

Cancer Treatments 

Loretta Piunti 

James Carlsgaard 

Mollie 

(Friend of  

Carol Castro) 

Michele Ungaro 

(sister of Renee Young) 
  

Heart Problems 

Amy Frese’s Mom 

 

Continued from page 1 

In these Last Days, we are to remember the faithfulness 

of our Lord Jesus who gave Himself on the cross and rose from 

the dead.  Psalm 46:1-4, 10 builds our confidence in His faithful-

ness. 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though 

the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its wa-

ters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swell-

ing…‘Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among 

the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!’  The LORD of hosts is 

with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 

 In these times of turmoil, may we be confident that God 

is our rescuer and shelter.  He is our Mighty Fortress. 

Pastor Smith 
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M.A.S.S. 
Men Assisting Seminary Students 

From the TLC 
Vice President 

A note from Kevin Hemp. He 

thanks’ the congregation for 

your unceasing support! He and 

Yoli  says all the congregation is 

in their thoughts and prayers.  

 

The Fall Quarter has started up. It is so strange 

to see first year students wandering around 

campus dressed up in suits with dazed looks in 

their eyes.  

 

This quarter studies are. 1. Pastoral Counsel-

ing, 2. Lutheran Confessions ll, 3. Liturgics ll, 4. 

Pentateuch l, 5. Catechism Recitations, 6. Dog-

matics ll, 7. Church  History lll, 8. New Testa-

ment Greek Readings, & 9. Field Education. I 

guess this should keep Kevin out of trouble for 

a while. 

 

Word on the street is that the second year goes 

faster than the first. That’s inconceivable but 

probably true. Looking down that corridor we 

see vicarage waiting for us, only 8 months 

away! 

 

Good news for the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod is that class sizes are on the up-swing 

again. This is good news as there are about 500 

pulpits without Pastors. 

 

Again, thank you for  your financial support 

and prayers! They are greatly appreciated! 

 

In Christ, 

Russ Campbell 

On September 14, 2021, a grant re-

questing $10,000 was submitted to 

the PSD Lutheran Women's Mis-

sionary League to install an 11'6" X 

37' solid roof, Alumawood shade 

structure to the west end of the Fel-

lowship Center. A big thank you to 

Bobbi Smith for her work on the 

grant and to those who wrote let-

ters of support for the project. This 

shade structure, if funded, will help 

with our outdoor outreach, educa-

tional and fellowship activities. 

 

The other thing that I'd like to re-

port on is that our church council is 

currently undergoing a study of the 

benefits provided for our part-time 

employees. 

 

As I'm nearing my second year as 

vice-president of the congregation 

and see the future needs of "our" 

church, I want to remind all that 

we'll only be successful in spread-

ing the gospel if everyone does 

their share with their time, talents 

and treasure. Please try to stretch 

yourself as much as you can. Thank 

you for considering more involve-

ment in our church. 

 

, 

Thank you,  

Jim Ducatte 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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3  Margaret Miller 

5  Sherman Stearns 

6  George Carlsgaard 

7  JoAnn Wilkinson 

10  Rocky Young 

14  Aja Young 

18   Irene Wirtenberger 

18  Adison Schuessler 

25  *Bea Bergum 

27  Shirley Schlange 

27 Michael Thomason 

28 Loren Krause 

29  Ron Ahsmuhs 

29 Elaine Bishop 

 * Winter Visitor 

If your birthday or anniversary  

is missing, 

Contact the church office: 

760 347-3971 or 

Trinity81500@verizon.net 

There’s Something in the Water 
 

 

When I was in library school, 

every week or so, one of us would 

announce she was pregnant. After 

the third announcement, we’d say 

it must be “something in the wa-

ter”. Of course we were jerking. 

We knew water couldn’t make us 

pregnant. 
 

Water. We cannot live without water. Our bodies 

are on average 60% water.  If we don’t drink 

enough water, all sorts of bad things can happen to 

us. 
 

Water is mentioned throughout the creation story in 

Genesis. Moses turned the water of the Nile to 

blood. Later, in the wilderness, the people needed 

water. God told Moses to strike a rock and water 

gushed out. 
 

Psalm 23 is an example of the comforting water rela-

tionship between people and God. “The Lord is my 

shepherd...He leads me by quiet water….” It does-

n’t matter what our problems or sorrows, the Lord is 

beside us. Jeremiah 31:9  “...I will lead them beside 

streams of water on a level path where they shall not 

stumble…” 
 

There are also times when water is an affliction. 

Think Noah and the ark, Jonah and the big fish. 
 

As Christians we know that there is “something in 

the water!” The Holy Spirit comes to us through Bap-

tism. The Sacrament of Baptism was created by God 

as a spiritual act of cleansing, adopting, changing, 

recreating. The Sacrament of Baptism is the sacra-

ment of Salvation making us Children of God. 
 

John was baptizing people in the Jordan. He said 

that his baptism was of repentance, but another is 

come, more powerful than him, who will Baptize 

with the Holy Spirit. 

 
Continued on back page 

October Birthdays  

October Anniversaries  
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29 *Don & Lou Morrow 

 * Winter Visitor 
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LWML Sunday is Sunday, October 

3. The LWML Ladies will be greet-

ing and ushering in honor of the 

founding of LWML in 1942. We will 

have quilts from our TLC Quilting 

Guild on display and for sale. The 

proceeds will go to needy organi-

zations, postage and supplies.  Come and browse 

and buy a beautiful handmade quilt! AND there 

will cake!! Please join us for the celebration! 

 

The next LWML Luncheon will be Thursday, Oc-

tober 14, beginning with a short business meet-

ing at 10:30am followed by a speaker from Coa-

chella Valley Rescue Mission. Every October is 

Socktober at CVRM so our ingathering will be to 

get as many socks together as possible to give 

them. This will also include the congregation and 

go on through October. Any size.....men, women 

and children. Evidently there is a great need! 

Lunch will be provided with a free will offering 

after the program.  Please join us. They are al-

ways informative, fun and a good chance for all 

the Trinity gals to get together for some fellow-

ship. Don't forget your Mites. 

 

There will be an LWML Zone Rally at Peace Lu-

theran in Hemet on Saturday, October 16. Regis-

tration is $5 and a free will offering for the break-

fast and lunch provided. We will have an ingath-

ering consisting of non-perishable foodstuffs: 

canned goods, dry cereal, pasta, etc.  Please 

bring to the church before 10/16 so we can take it 

with us when we go. We will be car pooling and 

the details will be available soon. We will proba-

bly meet at the church and go from there. 

L W M L 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

TREASURED! 
39TH BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

EMBASSY SUITES 

(4400 S. Rural Rd. Tempe, AZ) 

 

Come and be reminded that  

you are a treasure to our Lord— 

a pearl of great value! 
 

Come and  

Feel His love for you  and 

be encouraged to take His love out 

into the world. 
 

Worship our Lord, laugh with LWML 

sisters, vote on new officers and mis-

sion grants, enjoy great food, sing 

praises to our Lord, 

and have some fun! 
 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 

hidden in a field, which a man found and 

covered up. Then in his joy he goes and 

sells all that he has and buys that field. 

Again, the kingdom is like a merchant in 

search of fine pearls, who, on finding one 

pearl of great value, went and sold all 

that he had and bought it. 

(Matthew 13:44-46) 

SAVE THE DATE 
June 3-5, 2022 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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TLC Sunday School 

Sunday mornings are filled with joy as the children meet in the Fellowship Center for a time of 

music, Bible stories and crafts.  This season the children will learn how the Old Testament exiles 

return home to Jerusalem and all about the birth and life of their savior, Jesus Christ.  We have a 

welcome addition of Anna Frese as our crafts coordinator. She is such a willing servant of the 

Lord and the children love having her instruction.  Each Sunday you can follow the Sunday 

School lessons and themes with the informational paragraph in the weekly bulletins.  Thank you 

for your prayers and support! 

Your TLC Family Ministry Team! 

Tuesdays @ 7pm  1 Thessalonians Bible Study on Zoom 

Thursdays @ 7pm The Book of Romans Bible Study on Zoom 

Fridays @ 11am  DOA (Daughters Of the Almighty) Bible Study 

On Zoom and in person in the Fellowship Center 

2nd Saturday of the month @ 8am  Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Fellowship Center 
 

If you would like to join any of these studies please contact  

Pastor Smith @ 760 485-5171 or Email: Revs455@verizon.net 

FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARIAN 
“How To Age Without Getting Old” 

By Joyce Meyer 

God’s timing is always perfect, and He has a distinct and meaningful purpose 

for every phase of your life. As Joyce says, “We can do nothing about adding 

one year to our age every twelve months, but there is a lot we can do to keep 

from getting old.” This book equips us to embrace God’s wisdom and grace 

for every change we face—mentally, emotionally and physically, in every 

season of life. 
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Celebrating 50 Years! 
Larry & Loretta Piunti 

Altar Guild 
October 2021 

Larry and Loretta wish to celebrate with their TLC 

Family the special occasion of the 50 years of mar-

riage the Lord has so graciously blessed them 

with. You are invited to a dinner celebration on, 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

4:00 pm 

In the Trinity Fellowship Center 
Be sure to RSVP at the information table as you exit 

the church on Sunday mornings or  

contact Bobbi Smith @  

Call/Text: 760 485-7770 or Bobbi322@verizon.net 

Please join us 

Oct 3 

  8:30am 

Wanda Lahn & Ramona Hougen 

  11:00am 

Annie Giles & Maggie Negron 

 

Oct 10 

  8:30am 

Julie Bruni 

  11:00am 

Irene Wirtenberger 

 

Oct 17 

  8:30am 

Wanda Lahn & Ramona Haugen 

  11:00am 

Beverly Ducatte 

 

Oct 24 

  8:30am 

Julie Bruni 

  11:00am 

Monique Bishop 

 

Oct 24 

  Jubilee Sunday 

10am 

Set-Up    Renee Young 

Clean-Up   Beverly Ducatte 
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TLC Family Ministry 
 
 
 

“Your faithfulness continues through all generations” Psalm 119:90  
 

TLC Family Picnic 
Sunday, Oct. 31 @ 11:30am 

Yep, we have a 5th Sunday this month and what 

does that mean?  We get to worship together in 

one service @ 10am and afterward we head over 

to the Fellowship Center for a picnic lunch.  In 

honor of Reformation Day we will have a few relay 

games for young and young at heart.   Check out 

the information table outside of the church to sign 

up.  More details to come as the date gets closer. 

Stay tuned! 

Men’s Bible Breakfast  
Saturday,  October 9@ 8am 

We continue to have a good group of 

men each month at the monthly Men’s 

Bible Breakfast. This is a great oppor-

tunity for filling up on a home cooked 

meal and delving into God’s Word 

with fellow brothers in the Lord.  Put 

this event on your calendar and you 

won’t be disappointed. 

TLC QUILTERS 

Tuesdays @ 10am 

In the Fellowship Center 

 

All ladies welcome! 

Bring a sack lunch 

If you are interested 

please contact  

the church office: 

760 347-3971 

No experience necessary! 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 





Robert E. Smith, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 760-485-5171 

Church Office Phone: 760-347-3971 

Mail: PO Box W, Indio, CA 92202-2595 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Pacific Southwest District 

Stamp 

Sunday Worship 

8:30am & 11am 

Sunday School 

10:00 am 

Bible Class 

10:00am 

5th Sundays 

8:30 am 

Bible Class 

10:00 am 

Worship 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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Jesus came to John to be baptized as was re-

quired by the Law. At Jesus’ baptism, as He was 

coming up out of the water, “heaven opened up 

and He saw the Spirit of God, descending like a 

dove and lighting on Him. And a voice from 

heaven said, ‘This is My Son whom I love; with 

Him I am well pleased.’” Matthew 3:16-17. All 

four Gospels write about Jesus’ baptism. 

 

Matthew and Mark both contain Jesus’ admoni-

tion that they were to go into the world 

“baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” 

 

So, to Christians, there is “something in the wa-

ter.” 

Phyllis Hafliger 

WINGS 
Ladies’ Night Out 

With Fall decorations and pumpkin 

spice in the air we thought it would be 

fun to do a Fall craft at this month’s 

“Ladies’ Night Out”. Come and join 

us for this fun night! Dinner will begin 

at 6pm and then we will gather to-

gether to create a DIY Fall decoration. 

Mark your calendars for, Friday, Oc-

tober 22 @ 6pm and bring a friend. 

 

Sign up at the information table  

outside of church or  

text/call Bobbi to RSVP  760485-7770. 

 

Suggested donation of $10 to take care 

of craft supplies and dinner. 


