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The Desert Voice 
Dear family & friends: 

 

As Thanksgiving Day ap-

proaches, I wonder, “What will 

motivate us to be thankful this 

year and beyond?” 

God’s Word instructs us to 

be thankful all the time.  “And 

whatever you do, in word or 

deed, do everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through 

Him” (Colossians 3:17). 

What would make us thank-

ful in all circumstances? Colossian 

3:1 gives insight: “If then you 

have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God” (Colossians 

3:1).  Thankfulness emanates from 

our Baptism where we were en-

dowed with new life and a per-

spective that overcomes the emo-

tional confusion of our struggle in 

this world.  Living in Christ’s vic-

tory over sin, death and the devil, 

we are made “more than con-

querors through Him (Christ) who 

loved us” (Romans 8:37). 

Christ’s victory directs us to 

rely on God’s plan for us.  “Set 

your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on 

earth. For you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in 

God” (Colossians 3:2-3). 

By faith we focus on the fact 

we have been purchased by the 

life-blood of Jesus on the cross. 

His resurrection is the proof that 

God is at peace with us. That’s a 

real cause for thankful celebra-

tion. 

God’s peace sets us free 

and enables us to be truly 

thankful in all circumstances. 

Colossians 3:15 declares, “And 

let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in one body. 

And be thankful.” 

In this fallen world of pain 

and sorrow we are encouraged 

by God’s Word to celebrate 

thankfulness with real loving ac-

tion toward others. “Let the 

word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, teaching and admonish-

ing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thankful-

ness in your hearts to 

God” (Colossians 3:16). 

May God direct and bless 

our thankfulness on this Thanks-

giving Day and beyond! 
Pastor Smith 

Inside this issue: 
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Men Assisting  

Seminary Students 
M.A.S.S. meets on the sec-

ond Tuesday, November 

14th, at 6:00 pm, at Sloan’s 

Restaurant in Indio, corner of 

Highway 111 and Clinton Streets. 

We are a dedicated group of men helping 

our younger cohorts continue through their 

Seminary years; doing the work of our Lord 

Jesus spreading the Word of God through 

helping them become ministers in the Lu-

theran Church, Missouri Synod. We support 

them with our prayers, encouragement, 

communication and dollars.  One meeting 

and you will be hooked. It is such a worthy 

cause. You can also donate on Sunday 

mornings by placing a check in the offering 

plate noted for MASS. Anyone, any age, can 

help. God bless you and God bless our 

work for MASS here at Trinity. 

MEN’S M.A.S.S. MEETING 
November 14, 6:00 pm  
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Women’s Bible Study 

Thursdays at 5pm !  

Please join us ladies. 

Mary Helen Kelly, Instructor. 

 TLC QUILTERS IN  

OCTOBER 
Trinity Quilters will  meet in Novem-

ber on Nov.. 4th, 18th & 25th unless 

you hear from Chairman Marilyn Mohr   

 BOOKS !! 
   Land of Silence 

 By Tessa Afshar 

Elianna is a young girl crushed by 

guilt. After her only brother  is 

killed while in her care, Elianna 

tries to earn forgiveness by 

working for her father’s textile trade and caring 

for her family.Another tragedy puts her in 

charge of the business. She breaks off her be-

trothal and then illness strikes her.  No physi-

cian can cure her. Then she hears the whisper 

of a man whose mere  touch can heal.  Is it pos-

sible that one man could redeem the wounds of 

body, heart, and soul? An excellent read. 

Last month’s answer is  Malta & 

Publius. 
 

This Month’s Puzzle: 

Can you answer this Question??   

What was the weather report Je-

sus gave the Pharisees  Matt. 16. First one 

to call wins . Call Ruthy Farquhar760-574-

3787, Ruth Farquhar. 
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Had a wonderful time at 

l a s t  m o n t h ’ s  d i n n e r .  

Always great conversation 

and fun getting to know 

everyone better. 

This month we will gather 

at Mario’s in Indio on Hwy 

111 @  6:30, Thursday, 

November 19, 2017. 

Please RSVP to the church office: 347-

3971 or email:Trinity81500@verizon.net.  

See you there! 

COMING SOON! “THE QUILT TEAM”    
A SERVICE PROJECT 

                             SPONSORED BY THRIVENT  
Where:  Trinity Lutheran Church 

When:  11:00 a.m. This Wednesday  

November 1st   

 LUNCH PROVIDED 

Just  9  Wednesday. meetings to 

complete the service project of  assembling 

Quilts to send to  

FLOOD and FIRE VICTIMS.  PLEASE JOIN 

THE TEAM by calling  

Mariltyn Mohr @ 760 310-3242 
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Please pray for our three youth attending the district youth gathering in Pay-

son, AZ this month and the volunteer adult counselor, David Frese.  This is 

such an amazing opportunity for our youth to gather with fellow Lutheran 

youth and experience the incredible wisdom of God’s Word through wor-

ship, outrageous games (like paintball, zip line and giant bubble balls), a 

servant event, and challenging talks from local Arizona church leaders.  

God is Good! 
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TLC Sunday School/ 
TLC Bible Fellowship 

TLC Christmas Program & 
Practices 

THANK YOU EVERYONE!!! 

Yep!  Thank you so much to everyone that 

had a part in our month of Sundays Vacation 

Bible School this year!  You all are such a 

blessing to the Trinity Family and the time 

spent spreading the Word of God has been 

amazing.  It was great watching everyone as 

they led the children in song, games and 

crafts. Thank you kitchen staff and VBS pho-

tographer!  Too many to mention but you all 

know who you are! 

You are loved and appreciated! 

Thank you,  Bobbi Smith 

  TLC VBS Director 

This year’s 

Sunday School 

and Youth 

Christmas pro-

gram will show 

the true gifts 

we receive at 

Christmastime. 

Three large, 

gift-wrapped presents symbolizing God's gift 

to us, Jesus' gift to us, and our gifts through 

Jesus that we can give to others. 

Practices will be during the Sunday morning 

Sunday School and Youth worship openings 

at 9:45am, starting November 5, 2017.  The 

program will be held in the 11am worship 

service, December 19, 2017.   

Please keep the TLC Children and Youth 

Ministries in your prayers! 

Sr. High District Youth Gathering 
November 3-5, 2017 
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TLC Family Ministry 
 
 

“Your faithfulness continues through all generations” Psalm 119:90  
November 2017 
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8:00AM—9:30AM 

2nd Saturday Monthly 

Annual Food Drive to  
Benefit 

East Valley Friends In 
Service to Humanity 

It’s that time again to help 

stock the shelves at the east 

valley food bank, F.I.S.H.  

Every Sunday of November we 

will be gathering for F.I.S.H.  

Pick up a bag with the food 

items list and return to Trinity 

full.  Let’s make a difference! 

NEW Adult Bible Fellowship 
Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

Begins November 30, 2017 

NEW!!!!  Come join us for an evening of fel-

lowship and Bible study once a week at 

TLC on Thursday evenings beginning, No-

vember 30 @ 7pm.  We will begin with a 

study by Craig Groeshel entitled, “Soul 

Detox: Clean Living in a Contaminated 

World”. 

Our culture unknowingly ingests regular 

doses of spiritual toxins that assault our re-

lationship with God. This five-session video

-based study with participant's guide, 

shines light on the dark influences, emo-

tions, and behaviors to empower Christians 

to live pure lives and grow 

closer to God. Through 

concise teaching and hon-

est humor, Soul Detox pro-

vides a source of inspira-

tion and encouragement 

for a faith-filled lifestyle 

that will keep you free 

from spiritual toxins.  

TLC Movie Night 
“The Case for Christ” 

Friday, November 17 @ 6:30pm 

FREE FREE!!! 

This is a time for new beginnings and new ventures as 

we look forward to the “season” here at Trinity.  One of 

these items is a men and young men’s monthly Bible 

fellowship. To kick it off there will be a pancake break-

fast and Bible study lead by Pastor Smith.  Make plans 

now to come and join this new opportunity at TLC, Sat-

urday, November 11 @ 8:00am.  
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LWML News 
 

Wow!  November is upon us already.    Mark your calendar for 11:30 A.M  on Wednesday, Nov. 

8th  so you don’t  miss our LWML luncheon and meeting.  A special treat will be Marilyn Weer-

heim from Peace Lutheran Church who will be sharing devotions.  Then keeping with our theme 

for the year, our own  Sheila McCafferty will be presenting the program “Jesus Name Above All 

Names.”  All this and potluck luncheon and great fellowship!  Don’t miss out , everyone is in-

vited, sign-up  right outside the church. 

  

 

 

Pastor Appreciation Month 

 

As our November project, the LWML  Board  has designated this month to be Pastor Apprecia-

tion Month.  Our Pastor shepherds his flock all year long, and we, his sheep, often take for 

granted all he does.  The LWML ladies encourage each of you to make a conscious effort this 

month especially, with words and actions to show your appreciation to Pastor Smith. Keep him 

daily in your prayers and take time to personally thank him for what he does and let him know 

what you appreciate about his character and\or ministry.  

 

LWML Silent Auction – Saturday, December 2nd – 1:30 P.M. 
and CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP 

Our Silent Auction this year will be a Christmas Boutique Auction.  We will be 
accepting only new items that you wish to donate.  We would also like home crafted 
items, sewn, crocheted, knitted items, paintings, wood crafts, as well as baked goods, 
home-made jams, jellies, salsas, etc.  – an old fashioned” Christmas Boutique” with all 
proceeds going to Lutheran World Relief.  The deadline for accepting items for the 
auction (except for baked goods) is Tuesday,  November 28.  Only baked goods 

will be accepted after that date.  Please bring items to the church office. 
Following the Silent Auction will be a time for special Christmas fellowship – carol 
singing, revealing prayer pals and drawing new ones, packing goodies for shut-ins, 
and this year a twist on an old favorite – gift exchange.  Everyone who comes is asked 
to bring a wrapped “white elephant” gift.  You know – something you have in your 
house that you no longer need or want but is still useable.  How we distribute these 
precious gifts is a surprise!  Come and see! 
It’s all happening on Saturday, December 2, starting at 1:30 P.M. 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Indio 

 

November Luncheon Meeting 
 

 

Wednesday , November 8th , 2017  11:30 A.M. 
 

THEME:  Jesus Name Above All Names 

 

“Therefore God  exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above    

every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven, on earth, and under 

the earth.”    Philippians 2:9-10           

 
  PROGRAM:  Sheila McCafferty sharing: 

                      “ Jesus Name Above All Names “ 

  
MISSION GRANT:  POBLO 

 
 A Christian organization working to transform the way 

missions are approached in the U.S. 
 

SERVICE PROJECT:  Pastor Appreciation Month 

 

LUNCHEON:  Pot luck  

     P.S. Don’t forget your Mite Box 
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November 2017 Birthdays 

6       Sylvia Kendall 

8      Annemarie Sonntag 

9           Frank Fratto 

9      Bea Main 

12                  Nicole Maler 

19              Elsa Smith 

20      Tom Spay 

24          Marlene Langenwalter 

27          Alex Negron 

30         Kathy Hunter 

31       Henry Bonette 

  

 

  

December 2017 Birthdays 

1 Carol Schuessler 

4 Luretta Eide 

4 Robby Smith 

6  Pauline Matuska 

14 Loretta Piunti 

14 Courtney Anne Taylor 

16 Pastor Robert Smith 

17  Margee Harai 

20 Dave Bergum 

20 Cheryle Kortman 

25 Trudi Intemann 

26 Larry Piunti 

27  Jim Ducatte 

27 Cheryl Harmon 

28 Roy Culley 

28 Derek Lorimer 

30 Marlys Waggoner 

December Anniversaries 
 

 

 

December 23   George & Trudi Intemann 

December 27   Pastor Robert & Bobbi Smith 

November Anniversaries 

November 6       Larry & Loretta Piunti 

November 7  Dave & Ramona Haugen 

November 22     Jim & Beverly Ducatte 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, by the His 

death for our sins and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back 

into His family. By water combined with His Word, promise, and name, the Holy Spirit has taken 

up residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And 

being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.  

 

Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the most holy Trinity and everything that is His 

belongs also to us: righteousness, peace, eternal life. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from 

His fatherly divine goodness and mercy.  

 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as (good stewards of His varied grace,) (1 Peter 

4:10) we manage them in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, 

hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as an offering. Thus, all our 

possessions, as gifts from God, are also offerings to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bod-

ies, share with our family, neighbors, and fellow Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, 

as holy things given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and bring 

blessing upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom and the souls that re-

ceive them.  

 

Thus we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us and pours 

out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and 

will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but giving to all even as our 

heavenly Father has given to us.  

 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all 

that we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more 

diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it 

and employ it for the good of all — even for us. “For to the one who has, more will be given, and 

he will have an abundance” (Matthew 13:12).  

 

Your Stewardship  Committee 
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November MASS News! 



Say “Hello” to John. 

He contributed to 

Dad’s letter above and 

as you can see he’s a 

BIG DODGER FAN! 

“GO DODGERS” 
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Duties 

 

Nov. 5 

 

8:30 am 

Communion 

Nov. 12 

 

11:00 am 

Communion 

Nov. 19 

 

8:30 am 

Communion 

Nov. 26 

 

11:00 am 

Communion 

Duty Elder 

8:30am 

 

11am 

 

Webb Sprague 

 

Woody Kastner 

 

Roy Culley  

 

Woody Kastner 

 

Gary Wiedle 

 

Gary Wiedle 

 

Webb Sprague 

 

Gary Wiedle 

Readers 

8:30am 

 

11am 

 

Webb Sprague 

 

Woody Kastner 

Roy Culley 

 

Woody Kastner 

Gary Wiedle 

 

Gary Wiedle 

Webb Sprague 

Gary Wiedle 

Ushers 

 

8:30am 

 

 

11am 

 

Russ Campbell & 

Terry Lahn 

 

Bob Wirtenberger & 

Richard Robinson 

 

Terry Lahn & Larry 

Piunti 

 

Jim Ducatte &  

Andy Schlange 

 

Terry Lahn &  

Russ Campbell 

 

Jim Ducatte  &  

Bob Wirtenberger 

 

Larry Piunti &  

Denny York 

 

 Richard Robinson  

& Jim Ducatte 

Acolytes 

 

8:30 am 

 

11:00 am 

Emma Ashbaugh 

&AnnaMarie Frese 

 

Lily Tobin 

Anna & Ethan Frese 

 

J.J. White 

Samantha Schuessler 

 

Lily Tobin 

Logan Ashbaugh  

 

Baron Chamberlain 

 

 

Greeters 

8:30am 

 

11am 

 

Raejean & Bruce 

Kuhnau 

 

Bob & Irene  

Wirtenberger 

 

Raejean & Bruce 

Kuhnau 

 

Bob & Irene  

Wirtenberger 

 

Raejean & Bruce 

Kuhnau 

 

Bob & Irene  

Wirtenberger 

 

 

Raejean & Bruce 

Kuhnau 

 

Bob & Irene  

Wirtenberger 

Flowers 
Bruce & Raejean 

Kuhnau 
 Roseann Swanson Roseann Swanson 

 
Those Who Serve in November 2017 
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Robert E. Smith, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 760-485-5171 

Emily Bonette, Church Secretary 

Church Office Phone: 760-347-3971 

Eloise Freeman, Preschool Director 

Preschool Phone: 760-347-3838 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Pacific Southwest District 

Stamp 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

8:30am & 11am 

Sunday School/ 

Bible Class 

10:00am 

 

 

Holy Communion 

8:30am—1st & 3rd Sundays 

11am—2nd & 4th Sundays 
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