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As Thanksgiving Day approaches, many people are worried about their future. They see
upheaval and uncertainty as very
real and continuing prospects
going forward.
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It is easy to become discouraged
and even argue that there is very
little to be thankful for in a world
the offers heartache and sadness.
The Bible, on the
other hand, offers
clear, beneficial and
historical thinking on
this subject that will
redirect our focus
and understanding
of why and where we should
give thanks.
This type of thanksgiving stems
from a profound appreciation of
the grace of God that comes to
us through the sacrificial life,
death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
The original Greek New Testament
word
translated
“thanksgiving” (eucharistia), literally means “good grace.” Our
thanksgiving is, therefore, a joyful response of God-given faith
and insight into what our new life
in the power of Christ’s resurrection means. It transcends persecution and privation and is encouraged and instructed in the
biblical teaching of Philippians
4:6-7:

November 2021
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
This is the kind of thankfulness
King David exhibited in the 69th
Psalm. He thanked the Lord even
though there was
much to be worried
about. At verse 3 he
declares, “I am worn
out calling for help;
my throat is parched.
My eyes fail, looking
for my God.” That, of course,
doesn’t sound like thanksgiving
at all. However, at verses 29-30
David relies on the Lord proclaiming, “I am in pain and distress; may your salvation, O
God, protect me. I will praise
God's name in song and glorify
him with thanksgiving.” For
David, God’s free gift of eternal
salvation by grace made all the
difference in overcoming the terrible circumstance he faced.
May our Lord bless you
with His grace as you grow in His
grace! After all, we have much
to be thankful for as John 1:16
declares, “From the fullness of
his grace we have all received
one blessing after another.”

Pastor Smith

The Desert Voice November 2021

Page 2

The Desert Voice
is published monthly (except
July/Aug Newsletter) by
Trinity Lutheran Church
81500 Miles Avenue
All Mail: P.O. Box W
Indio, CA
92202
760-347-3971

Phyllis & Fred Hafliger,

For Recovery
from medical
treatment

Andy Schlange,

Trudi Intemann,

Michael & Laura
Thomason,

Cancer Treatments

For Health
Donna Kay Wherry,

Sharyn Brackett,

James Carlsgaard,



Bill Grotenrath,

ALL correspondence for
church & The Desert Voice:
Trinity81500@verizon.net

Dean Weerhiem,
Roy & Sandy Culley

Mollie
(Friend of
Carol Castro)

Jane Campbell
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WEBSITE ADDRESS:
Trinityindio.org

Michele Ungaro

Covid
Janelle Kortmeyer

(sister of Renee
Young)



Recovering

Heart Problems
Amy Frese’s Mom

Dale
(Cousin of
Kris Chamberlain)

Deadline for copy:
All articles are to be in the
church office by the 15th of
the month. Editor reserves
the right to edit for content
and space. The November Desert Voice will be assembled
on Wednesday, November 24
at 10:00 a.m.
PLEASE COME TO
HELP!
Editor: Bobbi Smith
Bobbi322@verizon.net
760 485-7770
Pastor: Robert E Smith
Revs455@verizon.net
760 485-5171

TLC Bible Study Opportunities
Tuesdays @ 7pm Bible Study on Zoom
Thursdays @ 7pm Bible Study on Zoom
Fridays @ 10am DOA (Daughters Of the Almighty)
Bible Study in person & Zoom in the Fellowship Center
2nd Saturday of the month @ 8am Men’s Bible Breakfast
Fellowship Center
If you would like to join any of these studies please contact
Pastor Smith @ 760 485-5171 or
Email: Revs455@verizon.net

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net

From the TLC
Vice President
Beginning January 1, 2022, our church will have a
new mailing address and the change is now being
made on our 2022 offering envelopes. The reason
for this change is that it is more economical and we
can also receive packages. The new mailing address will be:
Trinity Lutheran Church
44-100 Jefferson Street
#D403-220
Indio, CA 92201
At our September 21, 2021 church council meeting, there was discussion about the need for a new
roof on both the Fellowship Center and church offices. The roof on the Fellowship Center is the
original roof installed in 1989. The church council
unanimously approved a fundraising campaign in
the amount of $50,000 to meet this need with the
FC as our first priority. You will be hearing more
about this in the coming weeks. If you are able to
financially assist in support of this project above
and beyond your normal giving, it would be
greatly appreciated.
Both our nominating and finance committees are
currently meeting separately, one to fill our leadership roster for 2022 and the other to present a
2022 budget to our congregation a the voter’s
meeting which with be held on Sunday, December
12, 2021.
If you are asked to fill a leadership position ,please
carefully and prayerfully consider it. Our church
will only be able to continue to thrive with the support of us all

Thank you,
Jim Ducatte
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M.A.S.S. 2000
News
October 2021
Our faithful member, Kevin Hempe,
sent the following:
He and Yoli are keeping those of
our members who are suffering in
their thoughts and prayers. Kevin
goes on to say that those with hardships are continuing to support
them and he thanks them, and it is
greatly appreciated!
I guess the seminary is going to
take some of Kevin’s humor away
from him. They have him taking 18
units this quarter. He states it is full
to the tippy-top and the load is an
experience so mighty compared to
trying to surf a tsunami wave. He is
hanging onto the surfboard for
dear life, but he is not giving up.
WE WISH HIM WELL.
I know that we all have a lot going
on with the economy and we all are
hanging on, or a little upset with
our government, but we need to
think about what an increased burden this has put onto our seminary
students. Our giving over what
Trinity is providing is falling short
from what MASS needs to continue
to support the five men. I do hope
that you will continue to give a little
extra each month. It would be a
large burden if we must cut back
on what we now provide. I know
you are keeping all the students in
your prayers, and that is so needed
for them.
In His Service,

Russ Campbell
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Forever in Our Hearts
Loretta L. Piunti
November 14, 1951-October 18, 2021
We said, “good-bye” to our
dear sister in the Lord, Loretta L.
Piunti. Larry and Loretta were
able to celebrate with the TLC
members and friends an early
50th Wedding Anniversary before the Lord in His loving wisdom took Loretta to Himself on
Monday, October 18.
Loretta will forever be in our
hearts and thoughts and we will miss her. All our
love to Larry as he mourns the loss of the love of
his life.

Altar Guild
November 2021
Nov. 7
8:30am
Wanda Lahn & Ramona Haugen
11:00am
Annie Giles & Maggie Negron

Nov. 14
8:30am
Julie Bruni
11:00am
Irene Wirtenberger

Nov. 21

Nathan Johnson
Loving Husband and Father
January 29, 1980-October 25, 2021
Nathan
Johnson
and his family
came to Trinity
just a few years
ago and have become a precious
addition to our
church
family.
The Lord in His
mercy and wisdom
gathered
Nate
into
His
Heavenly
home
on Monday, October 25, after a long battle with a
rare kidney disease. We pray for peace and comfort for Karen, his wife and their two young boy,
Nathan Jr. and Matthew.

8:30am
Renee Young
11:00am
Beverly Ducatte

Nov. 28
8:30am
Julie Bruni
11:00am
Monique Bishop

*If you are unable to
perform your duty
please contact the
altar chair:
Beverly Ducatte.
Thank You!

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net
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TLC Family Ministry
“Your faithfulness continues through all generations” Psalm 119:90

TLC QUILTERS
Tuesdays @ 10am
In the Fellowship Center
All ladies welcome!
Bring a sack lunch
If you are interested
please contact
the church office:
760 347-3971
No experience necessary!

Wednesday,
November 24
7:00 pm

Hanging of the Greens
& Chili Supper
Sunday, November 28@ 3:00pm
Advent and Christmas are such a special time of
year - a time of celebration, family, and the birth of
our Lord and Savior. With this in mind, you are invited to help prepare the house of the Lord to celebrate His birth. We will first gather in the church
for the “Hanging of the Greens” ie decorate the
Chrismon Tree and sanctuary. Following the decorating we will head over to the Fellowship Center
for a chili supper.
Please bring a can of chili to add to the pot.

Men & Young Men’s
Bible Breakfast
Saturday, November 13 @
8:00am—9:30am
In the Trinity Fellowship Center

Free Will Offering

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net
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TLC Sunday School
The TLC Sunday School hour every Sunday
is so full of energy and joy for the loving
Savior. The morning opens with songs of
praise which both the children and the
adults enjoy a bunch! The children have
been learning how God kept His promises
to His people as they were in captivity in
Babylon and even keeps His promises today! We will begin Christmas program
practices during the
Sunday School openings
this month.
The program will be December
19 in the 11am service.
Make sure you put this
exciting event on your
calendar and plan now
to attend!

WINGS
Ladies’ Night Out
The ladies had a great time for WINGS
last month with a delicious dinner from
Mario’s and a fun craft time. Thanks to
Annie we had the opportunity to create
our own fall wreath and to enjoy a time of
fellowship. Next month we will meet earlier in the month, Friday, November 12
@ 6pm. Another DIY craft is being
planned. So come and join the fun!
Sign up at the information table
outside of church or
text/call Bobbi to RSVP 760485-7770.
Suggested donation of $10 to take care of
craft supplies and dinner.

Your TLC Family Ministry Team!

Sophia has Arrived!
TLC Fall Food Drive
Coachella Valley Rescue Mission is in great
need of canned foods. Any help would be
appreciated. We will begin the food drive
this next Sunday and conclude Sunday, November 28th.
Bring your bags of food to church with you
and deposit your donation in the box outside the church entrance.

“Each one must give as he has decided
in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God LOVES a cheerful
giver.”
2 Corinthians 9:7

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net
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LW M L
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Trinity LWML had a wonderful luncheon
and presentation from CVRM, (Coachella
Valley Rescue Mission) on October 14th.
Great talk and great food provided by
Wanda Lahn and Ramona Haugen. And always great fellowship.
Please join us on Thursday, November 11
at 10:30am for our next luncheon and
speaker. We will be hosting someone from
the Boys and Girls Club of the Coachella
Valley and I'm sure it will be an interesting
talk. Please plan on attending and don't
forget your Mite Boxes.
There will be an “In Gathering” during that
meeting where we will be putting together
some little gift bags to give to patients in
nursing homes. We'll be getting a list together of items that we think will be useful
and will post that in the bulletin.
CVRM will be starting their food drive in
November so we will also be collecting
non perishable food items to donate to
their pantry. Thanks to everyone at Trinity
for their ongoing generosity!
Kris Chamberlain
Vice President LWML
.

LWML
Zone Fall Rally
It was so nice to gather with fellow
LWML’ers at the Fall Zone Rally @
Prince of Peace Lutheran in
Hemet, CA. Forty Ladies from 4
churches were in attendance. We
began with a continental breakfast hosted by the ladies of P.O.P.
From there we all gathered in the
sanctuary for an opening worship
service and Bible study led by our
Zone Pastoral Counselor, Rev.
Paul Miller.
A volunteer from the March Veterans Village for homeless Vets presented an update on the progress
of their facility. An “in gathering”
of canned goods were collected
for the Village’s Pantry. The Veterans community is dedicated to
supporting low income veterans
and their families with affordable
housing and supportive services.
Phyllis Hafliger, the acting president for the Zone introduced our
representative to the National
LWML Convention in Kentucky
who gave us a report of exciting
activities
and news
from the
convention.
We thank you for your continued
prayers as we continue to spread
God’s love around the world.

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net
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Thanks
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His love endures forever.” Psalm 107:1

November Birthdays
4
14
14
16
20
20
24
25
26
27
28
30
30

Luretta Eide
Rosy Argamonte
Dean Weerheim
Pastor Robert Smith
*David Bergum
Cheryle Kortman
Paul Zutz
Trudi Intemann
Larry Piunti
Jim Ducatte
Roy Culley
Evelyn Osornio
Marlys Waggoner
* Winter Visitor

November Anniversaries
22

Jim & Beverly Ducatte
If your birthday or anniversary
is missing,
Contact the church office:
760 347-3971 or
Trinity81500@verizon.net

We need an attitude of gratitude. Thank God for everything. This puts things in perspective for us, reminding us of the riches we have been given by our Father,
through His Son, Jesus Christ.
In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we are told “in everything give
thanks”. Everything? No mater what? Really, God?
What about the bad stuff?
It’s easy to be thankful for fams, good health. But what
about poor health? Bad neighbors?
Could it be that the “bad stuff” is good for us? Could it
be that God uses those bad things for our good? Yes!
God knows us so well. He knows we need to grow and
he wants to help. We need to thank God for everything!
It is easy to be discontented and dissatisfied with what
we have, with our lives. It is easy to sometimes overlook what we do have and take for granted for all the
many things God has given us.
Teach me, Father, when I pray,
Not to ask for more.
But rather, let me give my thanks
For what is at my door.
For food and drink, for gentle rain,
For sunny skies above.
For home and friends, for peace and joy,
But most of all for love.
If we are forced to stop and think, as this poem makes
us do, it moves us to realize once again just exactly
what we have and what we are because of God’s love
in Jesus Christ. And having made that realization, we
can do nothing else, but give God the thanks that is
due His name.
“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout
aloud to the Rock of our Salvation. Let us come before
the Lord with thanksgiving and extol Him with music
and song.” Psalm 95:1-2

Phyllis Hafliger

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net
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Sunday Worship
8:30am & 11am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Bible Class
10:00am
5th Sundays
8:30 am
Bible Class
10:00 am
Worship

THE ROCKEFELLER CENTER CHRISTMAS TREE
THE HISTORY & LORE OF
THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS EVERGREEN
You’ll find the history of what has become a
national symbol of the arrival of the holiday
season and a collection of moving personal
accounts from some of the families who have
contributed trees. You’ll learn what decorations were used on the first tree. How each
year’s tree is selected. And much more!
You can find this book on our TLC Library
Cart in the hallway in the church near the
classrooms.
Very Enjoyable, Marilyn Mohr
TLC Librarian

