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Jesus Christ, the Light of the World  

“Arise, shine, for 

your light has come, 

and the glory of the 

LORD rises upon 

you.  See, darkness 

covers the earth and 

thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD 

rises upon you and his glory appears over you.  

Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your dawn. 

Isaiah 60:1-3 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation… Psalm 

27:1 

 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, ‘I 

am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 

will never walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life.’ John 8:12 

 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of dark-

ness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 

us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory dis-

played in the face of Christ.  2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

The people living in Alaska or Scandinavia live 

in total darkness for a couple of months each 

year.  Darkness is the absence of light, but in 

many places of the world, there is not real 

darkness even when the sun goes down.  We 

have dimmed the sky with ambient light– light 

reflected upward from the many lights of our 

towns and cities.  About 20 years ago, the 

nearby Palomar Observatory complained 

about all the lights in our area interfering with 

their views of the sky.  When we lived in the 

Philippines, we experienced several typhoons 

which took out the electricity for miles around.  

In one such event, we were without electricity 

for 3 weeks.  When the sun goes down in the 

tropics, it is instantly dark.  This time, there was 

no light for 100 miles in all directions. (If you 

want to know how dark that is, go into a closet 

and shut the door.  Until you turn the light on, 

the darkness is total.) 

 

To defeat this darkness, I used a candle. I 

learned a lot from that candle.  When I was 

away from the candle the light was dim and far 

away.  As I moved nearer to the light, it got 

brighter.  When I carried the candle with me, 

the light surrounded me.  It seemed even 

brighter than when I just beheld it.  That’s the 

way it is with Jesus.  The closer we get to Jesus, 

through prayer, worship and Bible study, the 

brighter things get. 

 

The lights of the world around us can lead us to 

destruction.  There are marquees and signs 

around us offering exciting activities designed 

to lead us astray.  We see things advertized on 

TV, movies, games, programs that are avail-

able at little to no charge.  Life can be one big 

party if we let it.  Pills and drugs to lift us up, 

put us down, help us to sleep, wake us up, or 

keep us going are available everywhere.  Legal 

or not.  The world calls out to us, selling ways to 

be perfect on the outside.  It doesn’t worry 

about what is inside, the ugliness, despair or 

pain.  God sent Jesus so that we could be freed 

from this darkness.  God sent Jesus to break the 

darkness, to break your darkness.  God’s Holy 

Spirit calls you to turn from this darkness and 

look to the light and live in the light of Jesus. 

 

Unfortunately, there are people who live a life 

of darkness even when there isn’t a power out-

age.  Fear, ambition, selfishness, loneliness, or 

the constant search for “more” leads them on.  

The light of Christ is dimmed or blocked and 

they don’t see it.  There is a candle available 

but they don’t use it. 

 

To avoid being caught with no light, I always lit 

the candle before dark.  And then, I learned 

another thing about the light of the candle.  The 

light was hard to see mixed in with the daylight 

or if I was busy with other things.  It was there, 

but I had to look for it.  It is the same with the 

Light of Jesus. It is there.  We just have to look 

to it. 
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Sometimes, the darkness overcomes us when 

we aren’t expecting it—the loss of a loved one 

or of a job, a serious illness.  Maybe we just get 

overwhelmed by everyday things.  As the dark-

ness overwhelms us, Jesus’ Light shines 

brighter.  If we are far away in darkness, the 

Light draws us nearer and we can see the way 

more fully.  Finally, when we are next to the 

Light, we can see the way to continue in the 

Light, going anywhere and doing anything.  

Because the Light of Jesus shines in us, we are 

to be the light to the world. 

 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a 

hill cannot be hidden...let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14, 16 

 

In what way have you shared His Light with 

someone lately?  How might we share His Light 

with those in darkness?  By inviting our friends 

and neighbors to worship with us.  A lot of peo-

ple pray before eating.  Try praying publicly, 

even out loud, when you eat out.  There are 

many ways e can be lights for Christ.  Think 

about them and pray about them.  Take part in 

the various Bible Studies, volunteer for commit-

tees and boards and invite your friends to join 

you. 

 

You yourselves are our letter, written on our 

hearts, known and read by everyone.   You show 

that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 

ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of 

the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tab-

lets of human hearts. 

2 Corinthians 3:2-3 
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